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Small Group Leaders Guide 

4 sessions for use with 

 

“At the Cross: With the People Who 

Were There”  

by Pastor Nelson Searcy  

 
 This Leaders guide written by  

Pastor Dwight Anderson,  

dwight@prisonmisison.org 

www.prisonmission.org    

Any questions, please call  

Pastor Dwight: 612-423-3457 

 

 
 

 

We will be offering the book for the weeks leading up to Easter to visitors and the 

pdf book to those watching online at our church www.bethesdachurch.com.  We 

will ask for those who want to be part of a small group or zoom small group 

discussion on the book to contact our Outreach Pastor Dwight for help and 

suggestions. We will promote and launch the small groups right after Easter so 

we will have groups lined up.   

 

This will only be a short 4-week discussion group.  

 

Week one- Chapter 1 

Week two – Chapter 2 

Week three – Chapter 3 

Week four – Chapter 4 

mailto:dwight@prisonmisison.org
http://www.prisonmission.org/
http://www.bethesdachurch.com/
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Week 1 – Chapter 1.  
 

Opening the group- icebreaker. Have each person share their name, 

something people might not know about them, and their favorite ice cream flavor. 

 

Opening prayer- for God to open our eyes to understand the true meaning of 

Easter and what happened At the Cross as we look at the example of the Roman 

soldier. 

 

Check to see if everyone has read the chapter. If some have not read it yet, you 

might want to read a few key passages from the chapter. Ask for volunteers, 

giving those who are willing to read a chance to participate. 

 

Read pages 11-12 which introduces the theme of the book and the selected 

section of the Isaac Watts Hymn. 

 

Read or review chapter 1, pages 13-20 

 

1. What are your overall thoughts or feelings about the Roman soldier 

(skeptic) point of view in this book? 

 

2. Read Matt.27:54. What was the significance of the words of the Roman 

soldier? 

 

3. What is Grace Lesson #1, and how does it relate to this Roman soldier? 

 

Read pages 21-24. 

4. What is Grace Lesson #2, and how does this impact you personally? 

 

5. Read Romans 5:7-8. Would you be willing to die for a criminal or evil 

person?  Christ did that for each of us. We are all criminals and deserving 

of Hell but he has shown us real love. 

 

6. Have you ever seen or experienced a demonstration of real love? How did 

that make you feel? Does it encourage you to pay it forward to others? 
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Read pages 25-29 

7. What is Grace Lesson #3, and how does this break through the darkened 

heart of this skeptic Roman soldier? 

 

8. Why does the author state that no other moment in history offers more 

hope, and more grace than the crucifixion of Jesus Christ? 

 

9. What stuck out to you from your reading of chapter 1 of At the Cross? 

 

10. Was there anything in chapter 1 of At the Cross that you disagreed with?  

If so what? 

 

11. Is there anything about which you think or feel differently as a result of 

reading chapter 1 of At the Cross? 

 

12. How has reading chapter 1 of At the Cross changed (or you think will 

change) your perspective of Easter and your relationship with Christ? 

 

 

Week 2 – Chapter 2 

Opening the group- icebreaker. Have each person share their name, 

something people might not know about them, and their favorite movie or TV 

show. 

 

Opening prayer- for God to open our eyes to understand the true meaning of 

Easter and what happened At the Cross as we look at the example of Mary 

Magdalene. 

 

Check to see if everyone has read the chapter. If some have not read it yet, you 

might want to read a few key passages from the chapter. Ask for volunteers, 

giving those who are willing to read a chance to participate. 

 

Read or review chapter 2, pages 31-49 

1. What are your overall thoughts or feelings about Mary Magdalene’s 

(devoted servant) point of view in this book? 
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2. What are the three myths that need to be understood about Mary 

Magdalene? 

 

3. Read Luke 7:37-50, what is the most loving thing you have ever done for 

Jesus? For someone else? How was Jesus a part of it? 

 

4. What was Mary’s decision #1? How does this relate to your life and those 

you know?  

 

5. How does Mary’s example show how God specializes in restoring broken 

people, no matter how broken they are? 

 

6. When we encounter Jesus, He begins to heal our brokenness, and then we 

can use our lives to serve others. What was Mary’s decision #2 ?  

 

7. What was Mary’s decision #3 that helped to make Jesus’ teaching ministry 

possible? 

 

8. What was Mary’s decision #4 that she made despite the toughest of times 

she had ever faced? 

 

9. What was Mary’s decision #5, and what way does this make a difference in 

how a person lives? 

 

10. What stuck out to you from your reading of chapter 2 of At the Cross? 

 

11. Was there anything in chapter 2 of the At the Cross book that you 

disagreed with?  If so, what? 

 

12. Is there anything about which you think or feel differently as a result of 

reading chapter 2 of At the Cross? 

 

13. How has reading chapter 2 of At the Cross changed (or you think will 

change) your perspective of Easter and your relationship with Christ? 
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Week 3 – Chapter 3 

Opening the group- icebreaker. Have each person share their name, 

something people might not know about them, and their favorite song, musical 

group, or band? 

 

Opening prayer- for God to open our eyes to understand the true meaning of 

Easter and what happened At the Cross as we look at Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

 

Check to see if everyone has read the chapter. If some have not read it yet, you 

might want to read a few key passages from the chapter. Ask for volunteers, 

giving those who are willing to read a chance to participate. 

 

Read or review chapter 3, pages 51-70 
 

1. What are your overall thoughts or feelings about Jesus’ mother Mary’s 

(heartbroken) point of view in this book? 

 

2. Read Luke 1:26-37.  If an angel told you (or your parents) that you were 

going to have a child this year, what would be your reaction? 

 

3. From the verses in Luke 1:26-37, what do you think was the hardest thing 

for Mary to comprehend? 

 

4. What was discovery #1 made by Mary, mother of Jesus, as a young 

teenager? 

 

5. What was discovery #2 made by Mary, mother of Jesus, that brings mixed 

emotions? 

 

6. What was discovery #3 made by Mary, mother of Jesus, after events and 

experiences she had encountered? 

 

7. What was the discovery #4 made by Mary, mother of Jesus, that had to do 

with total surrender? 

 

8. What stuck out to you from your reading of chapter 3 of At the Cross? 
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9. Was there anything in the At the Cross book that you disagreed with?  If so, 

what? 

 

10. Is there anything about which you think or feel differently as a result of 

reading chapter 3 of At the Cross? 

 

11. How has reading chapter 3 of At the Cross changed (or you think will 

change) your perspective of Easter and your relationship with Christ? 

 

 

Week 4 – Chapter 4 

Opening the group- icebreaker. Have each person share their name, 

something people might not know about them, and their favorite dessert or treat. 

 

Opening prayer- for God to open our eyes to understand the true meaning of 

Easter and what happened At the Cross as we look at the convicted criminal. 

 

Check to see if everyone has read the chapter. If some have not read it yet, you 

might want to read a few key passages from the chapter. Ask for volunteers, 

giving those who are willing to read a chance to participate. 

 

Read or review chapter 4, pages 71-88 

 

1. What are your overall thoughts or feelings about the condemned criminals’ 

point of view in this book? 

 

2. Read Luke 23:32-35. Who do you identify with the most? With the least? 

Why? How do people today similarly reflect the profound misunderstanding 

expressed in verse 35? 

 

3. What was key #1, understood by the condemned criminal next to Christ? 
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4. What was key #2, understood by the condemned criminal which is in 

contrast to some misconceptions of salvation?  

 

5. What was key #3, understood by the condemned criminal which should 

bring us great assurance of salvation? 

 

6. Imagine you were this condemned criminal; do you know for sure if you die 

this very day that you would spend eternity with God in heaven? 

 

7. What stuck out to you from your reading of chapter 4 of At the Cross? 

 

8. Was there anything in the At the Cross book that you disagreed with?  If so, 

what? 

 

9. Is there anything about which you think or feel differently as a result of 

reading chapter 4 of At the Cross? 

 

10. How has reading chapter 4 of At the Cross changed (or you think will 

change) your perspective of Easter and your relationship with Christ? 

 

11. What are your overall thoughts or feelings about the book? 

 

12. Do you know anyone who you could loan this book to, or study this book 

with, to help them understand what Christ has done for them? 
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Resources PMA will 
Provide Your Local Church 

 

PMA would love to help your local church in its outreach to those in prison or jail nearby. Here are 
five ways we can be a resource for your church: 
 

1. Provide Free Life Changing Bible Correspondence courses.  
 

These studies can be used with any group, not only inmates. Download them at 
www.prisonmission.org . When a student completes all 35 self-paced lessons, they may earn six credits 
when enrolling at Berean Bible Institute, Slinger, Wisc. www.bereanbibleinstitute.org  
 

2. Help you start a Prison ministry outreach  
 

We can help you setup a ministry that will energize your congregation and reach the lost in your 
community!  We are happy to help visit your local prison with you. If you have folks that want to do 
prison ministry outreach, we can give you the tools. You may have some who want to correct lessons 
and/ or visit prisons; we can help with that too.  As we establish graduates of our program, it is our 
goal to plant churches behind bars, helping inmates reach inmates for Christ. They can be distributing 
and correcting lessons in each of their facilities. These churches would be like house churches and 
develop leadership and ministry skills to build the Body of Christ. Request our “Post-COVID-19 Prison 
Ministry” paper as well as one on “Corrections Fatigue: How to minister to Correctional Officers” paper. 
 

3. Provide Pulpit supply       
 

We would be happy to preach if you needed a break or out of town.  It’s exciting to share what God is 
doing in the prisons and how people can pray for inmates and their families.  Often you will have 
people in your congregation who have families incarcerated. We can help with our program which also 
offers courses for the children of the incarcerated. 
 

4. Mission Presentations for mission’s conferences- in person or on Zoom. 
 

We can teach any age:  children, youth or adults at your mission’s conference, and share what God is 
doing to reach people behind bars here and overseas.  We can give a short report via Zoom!  We have 
many using our lessons in prisons overseas. 
 

5. “Prison Transformation Radio: Changing Hearts with Christ” weekly podcasts. 
 

Listen to what God is doing behind bars. Available on Apple Music/iTunes, Google Podcasts, Spotify, 
TuneIn, iHeartRadio, Pandora, Amazon Music/Audible and https://prisonmission.podbean.com  
 

For more info contact: Prison Mission Association,  www.prisonmission.org 
Pastor Dwight Anderson, dwight@prisonmission.org   cell: 612-423-3457 

http://www.prisonmission.org/
http://www.bereanbibleinstitute.org/
https://prisonmission.podbean.com/

