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Gospel of John
[bookmark: _Hlk183164963]Lesson 1
Chapters 1-4
Chapter 1

   Purpose: All of the books of the Bible were written for specific purposes including the four gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Many of the same stories can be found in these four books, but from different perspectives.
Matthew emphasizes Jesus as King and shows Him as King of the Jews. The first 17 verses in Matt. Ch. 1 show the genealogy of Jesus going back to King David, who is a descendant of Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation (2 Sam. 7:12-13).
[bookmark: _Hlk183078659]   Mark emphasizes Jesus as servant and introduces Him as the Son of God, but says nothing about His genealogy, which is of little importance for a servant. The activity of Jesus in Mark is swift and moving and uses the words, “immediately”, “straightway” and “and” over and over again, which gives the impression of a servant going about his duties always serving God.  Jesus was the ideal servant of God, always doing the Father’s will (Mark 14:32-36).
   Luke emphasizes Jesus as the Son of Man and traces His genealogy all the way back to Adam, the first man. Luke gives many details about the birth and childhood of Jesus which are omitted by the other writers. The favorite title that Jesus used to refer to Himself was, “the Son of Man”. No one else called Him by that name.
   John emphasizes Jesus as God in the flesh and focuses on His narratives and signs showing that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah. 
   Just like Matthew, Mark and Luke, John is writing to Jews or Israel as a nation. Jesus is speaking to Israel about the kingdom message. It is important to understand that when Jesus was interacting with the Jews and their culture, He was not talking to us the Body of Christ, or about our Gospel of Grace program. While we can make some general applications for us today, the gospels were not written for our direct theology. We today, get our theology from our apostle, Paul (Rom. 11:13).
  Theme of John: John openly states his purpose for writing in Ch. 20:30-31. “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name”.
John begins by showing Jesus not just as a good man or even a prophet, but as the eternal God who created the universe and came down to earth in the flesh. All throughout the gospel we see Jesus defined as “life” and “light” and “the truth”. Every chapter emphasizes Jesus as their Messiah and God who took on flesh to die on the cross for the sins of the world.
   Time and Place of writing: Many believe the Gospel of John was written in Ephesus (modern-day Turkey) between 85-95 AD.
[bookmark: _Hlk183160991]   
Please memorize the following verse and be prepared to write it out at the end of this lesson  Jn. 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Chapter 1

[bookmark: _Hlk183796564][bookmark: _Hlk186369032]Read verses 1-9 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1. (V1) What does it mean that Jesus is called “the Word”? ________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (V.1-2) What does “in the beginning” tell us?  ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3a. (V1-3) What do V1-3 tell us about Jesus? __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3b. What does Col. 1:15-18 tells us about Jesus Christ as the creator? _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
4. (V4-5) The concept of light is used in several ways. Choose one and write about how we can use God’s light  in our lives (3:19; 12:35-36; 12:46).  ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
In V6 we are introduced to John the Baptist, the one who announced the coming of the Messiah to Israel. The coming of John the Baptist was prophesied almost 700 years earlier by Isaiah in Ch. 40:3-5. John’s death is recorded in Mark 6:14-29.
5. (V6-8) Who is John and what ministry did God give him? ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read verses 10-14 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6a. Who was sent from God as a witness to testify concerning the light?
A) Jesus
B) Elijah
C) John the Baptist
D) Moses 
6b. Summarize V10-13 in your own words. ____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
7. (V11-13) Who were “His own” and why did He come? _________________________________________________
In V11 it says that Jesus came unto His own. Jesus came into a world that should have known him and been waiting for him. Israel had the law, the prophets, the promises, the oracles of God (word and worship), traditions, and the priesthood to keep them from wandering. They may have had the mental knowledge, but they did not have that intimate knowledge that makes the difference between a cold worthless religion and a warm relationship with God.
8. How did the world respond to the Word?
A) The world celebrated Him
B) The world knew Him not
C) The world welcomed Him
D) The world ignored John
9. Who is V14 talking about? _______________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk198479633]Jesus came to fulfill the promises made by His Father in the Old Testament of redemption and a relationship with His people Israel (Rom. 15:8; Ezk. 37:27 to tabernacle means to dwell with). Later in Col. 1:27 we read that Christ also dwells in the believers through faith in this current program of grace.
Read verses 15-28 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
10. (Read Isa. 40:3-4) In Jn. 1:23, We see that John was prophesied to prepare the way for the Lord. What could “make straight the way of the Lord” mean? __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Baptism was an identification with John’s message of repent of your ways and acknowledge that Israel as a whole has been disobedient (Lev. 26:40-42). John baptised for several reasons. 1) John baptised or identified Jesus as the Messiah to Israel. 2) John baptised those Jews that were willing to repent of their sins and to be identified as a Christ follower.  3) John baptised individuals since each Israelite needed to not only make their own personal confession of sin, but also a confession that they recognize that all of Israel has sinned against God (Lev. 26:40-42). Examples are Daniel Ch. 9 and Nehemiah Ch. 9.
Jesus was willing and needed to be baptised to fulfill the law and the prophets. Num. 8:6-7 requires the priest to be ceremonially clean (Exo. 29:1-9). Jesus came to fulfill 3 different ministries or offices: prophet (Deut. 18:18), priest (Heb. 5:6) and king (Zech. 14:4,9).
When John asked why Jesus wanted to be baptized even though He had no sin, Jesus answered in Matt. 3:13-15, “But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus needed to be baptized in order to fulfill the Law showing that Israel has been disobedient (Lev. 26:40-42). 
[bookmark: _Hlk186369078]Read verses 29-36 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
11a. (V29 &36) What is the importance that Jesus is called “the Lamb of God”? _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
11b. Read Rom. 3:21-26. How does the word “forbearance” help us to understand what the Old Testament sacrifices did?___________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
12. (V29-34) In your own words, what is happening in these verses? ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read verses 35-51 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
13. (V43-51) How does Jesus’ knowledge of  Nathanael sitting under a fig tree show His Godly attributes?__________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Which future disciples of Jesus are mentioned in John 1? (Select the correct group)
A) Peter, Andrew, Philip, Nathanael
B) Matthew, Thomas, Simon, James
C) Paul, Luke, Barnabas, John Mark
D) Peter, Judas, Bartholomew, Stephen
15. How has Jesus’s invitation to you changed your life?_________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
16. What does this chapter tell us about God? __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
17. What does this chapter tell us about humanity? ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
18. How can I apply something from this chapter to my life today? _________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk183179000]_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2
In chapter 1 John begins saying that Jesus is the Word of God, Creator, Life, Light of men, Son of God, King of Israel, the Son of Man and greater than any evil or darkness. At the end of the chapter, Jesus began calling His disciples.
In this chapter we will see Jesus performing His first sign (miracle) at a wedding, His first righteous act of clearing the temple grounds and His first prophecy about Himself. Jesus continues to declare Himself as God by calling God His Father and claiming that He can resurrect Himself.
Read verses 1-12 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1a. (V1-3) Where did Jesus perform His first recorded miracle?
A) Bethlehem
B) Nazareth
C) Cana in Galilee
D) Jerusalem
[bookmark: _Hlk183593972]1b. What was the issue at the wedding? _______________________________________________________________ 
1c. Who told Jesus that the wine had run out at the wedding?
A) His disciple Peter
B) The master of the banquet
C) His mother
D) John the Baptist
2. ( V5-8) What did Jesus do about the problem? ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3a. (V9-11) What was the quality of the wine and what does this tell us about God? ____________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
 3b. (V11)  What does this verse tell us about Jesus’ miracles? _____________________________________________
While John recorded many of Jesus’ miracles, he selected seven that he called “signs”. Each sign shows a different character, ability or divine attribute of Jesus. John used these seven signs to show that Jesus was both God and Messiah. We will look at each one as we encounter it in context: 1. Turning Water Into Wine (John 2:1-12), 2. Healing the Nobleman's Son (John 4:46-54), 3. Healing the Man at the Pool (John 5:1-11), 4. Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15), 5. Walking on Water (John 6:16-21), 6. Healing a Man Born Blind (John 9:1-12) and 7. Resurrecting Lazarus (John 11).
3c. Jesus turning water into wine shows us that Jesus is Lord of ___________________________________________
Read verses 13-24 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
4. (V13-17) What did Jesus do in the temple yard and why (See also Matt. 21:12-13) __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
5. (V18)  What did the Jews require of Jesus to show He had authority to clear out the temple yard the way He did?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
6. (V19)  What sign did Jesus give them? 
A) “I am the sign you seek.”
B) “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
C) “I do not give signs.”
D) “Why did you seek for signs?.”
7. (V19) What did Jesus mean by “this temple”?                                                                                                                      A) The temple building in Jerusalem
B) Solomon’s original temple
C) The temple of His body
D) The heavenly temple
8. (V20-22) When did His disciples realize what Jesus meant? _____________________________________________
9. (V23-24) What was the result of Jesus being at the Passover Festival? _____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk183597506]10. What does this chapter tell us about Jesus? _________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk184119579]11. What does this chapter tell us about us as human beings? ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
12. How can I apply something from this chapter to my life today? _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 3
In Ch. 2 we saw 2 major events. Jesus performed His first miracle showing that He is the Lord of nature, of being able to change one substance into another, that of turning water into wine. Then we saw His righteous anger toward the corrupt merchants by overturning their tables in the temple and then claiming that He can resurrect Himself.
In this chapter Jesus will talk to a pharisee about the need for a new birth, then we see John the Baptist willing to see his ministry fade as Jesus’ ministry is increasing.
Read V1-8 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1a. Who came to Jesus at night to ask Him questions?
A) Peter
B) Nicodemus
C) John the Baptist
D) A Roman soldier
[bookmark: _Hlk204263833]1b. (V1-2) Why might Nicodemus feel the need to talk to Jesus at night? (see also Jn. 12:42) _____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk195009320]1c. Who was Nicodemus?
A) A fisherman
B) A tax collector
C) A Pharisee and member of the Jewish ruling council
D) A disciple of John the Baptist
[bookmark: _Hlk204263749]2. (V3-4) Jesus changes the subject from physical birth to spiritual birth. How did Nicodemus get confused?________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk204263683]The concept of “born again” and “first born” is an interesting topic. The nation of Israel was ‘born’ the first time in Ex. 4:22-23. Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: “Israel is My son, My firstborn. 23 So I say to you, let My son go that he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let him go, indeed I will kill your son, your firstborn”.  Nicodemus was counting on his natural physical birth as a Jew in Israel to be the means of being accepted by God to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Nicodemus, a pharisee, missed the whole point of a spiritual conversion and a relationship with God (Ezk. 37:27-28; Jer. 7:23). 
3a. (V5-6) Jesus restates and defines the second birth as water and Spirit. What is the water? _____________________
3b.What does being born of the Spirit mean? ___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Here the King James Version makes things a little clearer. The KJV uses the Old English word “ye” 5 times in Ch.3. The word “ye” is plural, as in “Hear ye, hear ye”. “Ye” is used in V7, V11, and twice in V12 and once in V28. 
4. (V7) What does it mean to be born again?____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
5a. (V7-8) Here Jesus switches from talking to Nicodemus personally to referring to the entire nation of Israel when He uses the plural form of the word, “you all” must be born again. Have you “been born again”, have you accepted Christ’s payment on the cross for your sins? ________________. If so, tell us about it __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
If not, why not? __________________________________________________________________________________
5b. (Jn. 19:39) Did Nicodemus ever understand and come to the reality of who Jesus was? Yes _______  No ________
Read Verses 9-21 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6. (V9-12) Jesus seems to be upset with Nicodemus and the nation of Israel, why? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk183593157]7. V13-15 What is Jesus saying what must happen to Him for people to have eternal life? _______________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
8. V16-18 Summarize these verses. __________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
The emphases of John 3:16 is the amount of God’s love. The word “that” can be used in several ways. It could be used to identify a specific thing or person, “that piece of candy.” Here it is being used to show the high degree or the amount of love that God has for you and all of mankind. Salvation for Israel was not on believing Jesus died for their sins, rather salvation was believing on the person and work of Jesus, that Jesus was both God and their Messiah (Jn. 20:31).
9. (V16-18 and John 20:21-22) What is it that the Jews in Israel were to believe? ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  What are the key words in Jn. 3:16?______________________________________________________________
11a. What do these verses tell us about the natural state of  humanity without Christ and without salvation? _________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
11b. Why did God send His Son into the world, according to John 3:17?
A) To condemn the world
B) To rule over the nations
C) To save the world
D) To bring judgment
Read V22-29 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
12. What was the concern of John’s disciples? _________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
13. (V27-29) John restated his mission to his disciples. What did John say his mission was? _____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read V30-36 and answer the following question.  Check _________

14a. (V30) What did John the Baptist mean when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease”?  (NKJV) _______
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
John knew that his mission was to be superseded and short lived. John the Baptist was showing the difference between the forerunner, a voice of the Word and the living Word of God incarnate, between the friend of the bridegroom and the bridegroom Himself.
14b. (V31 and Col. 1:15-18) How does Jesus being “from above” and “above all” show His divinity and authority over all of His creation? _______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
15. (V34) How does “For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God ”, help us to understand Jn. 1:1-5? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
16. How does V34-35 emphasize Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth and His God given authority of His message? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
17. (V36) What does this verse tell us about God’s attributes of love and justice? ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk183791226]18. In this chapter, what were the Jews to believe about Jesus? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
19. What does this chapter tell us about God? __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
20. What does this chapter tell us about us as human beings? ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
21. What decreasing do you need to do in your life? _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4
[bookmark: _Hlk198632264]In chapter 3 we saw three main events. 1) The dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus about the need for him to be spiritually “born again” or “born from above”. 2) The parallel between the people of Israel needing to look at the bronze snake to be saved from physical death foreshadowing the need for Israel to look to Jesus when He is raised up on the cross. It was noted that the emphasis during this time in the kingdom program was looking to Jesus as God and their Messiah and not the effects of the cross for their salvation which will be evident later in Paul’s writings for the Body of Christ (Jn. 20:31; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). 3) John the Baptist’s disciples had a concern about so many people coming to Jesus and His ministry and not to John’s. John quickly responded saying that Jesus is the main focus and “He must increase, and I must decrease”. 
In this chapter we will see two major events. 1) Jesus confronting the Samaritan woman with sin and for her need of living water. 2) Jesus performs His second sign by healing the nobleman’s son.
Read V1-9 and answer the following questions.   Check _________     Jesus meets with the Samaritan woman
1. (V1-3a) Why did Jesus leave Judea? _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (V1-6) Jesus was on His way to _________________________ but stayed in ___________________ and sat down
 by a ________________ in the town called _________________________
Historically, the Jews hated the Samaritans because when Assyria took the northern part of Israel into captivity in 722 B.C., Assyria restocked the land with Gentiles from various nations. The left behind Jews and the Gentiles then intermixed both their nationalities and religious beliefs. With tensions mounting between southern Judah and the Samaritans in northern Israel, the Samaritans built their own temple on Mt. Gerizim. The Jews hated the Samaritans so much, they would not walk through Samaria but cross the Jordan River to walk around it. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf7hfGdu5lg
3. (V4-6) What is the historical significance of where Jesus sat down? _______________________________________
4. What does V6 tell us about the humanity of Jesus? ___________________________________________________
5. (V7-9) Why was the Samaritan woman surprised by Jesus’ simple request? ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read V10-16 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6. What was Jesus’ attitude toward the Samaritans? ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  (10-15) In V7 Jesus asked for water from the well, then in V10 Jesus offered her not well water but “living water”. What is the difference between the two? ______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
8. (V10) What did Jesus say to the Samaritan woman for her to see who He really is? _________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
9. (V10-14) What are the benefits of living water? ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
10. (15-16) The woman asked for the living water. Why might Jesus respond with a personal question? ____________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Read V16-26 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
11. (V16-18) Why would Jesus ask such a request? _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
12. (V19-20) How does the woman try to evade the personal issue? 1________________________________________
_________________________________2)  ___________________________________________________________
13. (V21-24) How was Jesus’ belief of worship different from the woman’s? _________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
14. (V25-26) What did Jesus reveal to the Samaritan woman about Himself?
A) He was a teacher
B) I AM the Messiah
C) He was sent by Moses
D) He was a prophet
Read V27-38 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
15. (V27-30) Why were the disciples surprised to find Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman? ____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
16. (V28-30) What did the woman do and what did she question within herself? _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
17. (V31-38) What was Jesus trying to teach to the disciples about physical needs vs. spiritual needs? ______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
18. (V34) What did Jesus mean when He said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me”? __________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
19. (V35) What does it mean the “the fields are ripe for harvest”? __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
20. Who or where are the “fields ripe for harvest” in your life? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read V39 –42 and answer the following question.  Check _________
21. How did the people of Sychar respond to the woman’s testimony?
A) They mocked her
B) They ignored her
C) Many believed in Jesus because of her
D) They called for a debate
Read V9-29 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
22. The Samaritan woman identifies Jesus in what four ways:
   V 9 _________________________________________________________________________________________
   V12 _________________________________________________________________________________________
   V19 _________________________________________________________________________________________
   V29 _________________________________________________________________________________________
Read V43-54 and answer the following questions.   Check _________
23. (V43-45) Even though a prophet is not welcome in his own country, why did the Galileans welcome him? _______
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
24a. (V46-47) What did the Nobleman (royal official), ask Jesus to do? ______________________________________
24b. How did Jesus heal the official’s son?
A) By laying hands on him
B) By sending Peter
C) By speaking the word, without visiting him
D) By anointing him with oil
25. What does Jesus’ response tell us about the characteristic of faith? ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus knew that the hearts of the people were not based on faith, but rather based on sight, of “signs and wonders” and not on understanding the Old Testament promises of a coming Messiah. 
26. (V49-54) Did the royal official have faith that Jesus would heal his son? Yes ____________  No  _____________

[bookmark: _Hlk195011673]27a. How do we know that the nobleman believed that Jesus would heal his son?______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
28. (V53) Who else believed in Jesus’ miraculous ability to save? _________________________________________
29. (V46-54) What was Jesus’ second sign. ____________________________________________________________
30a. What did Jesus’ second sign tell us about Jesus’ ability? ______________________________________________
30b. What does Jesus healing the boy while not physically in His presence tell us about Jesus? ___________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
31. In this chapter, what were the Jews to believe about Jesus? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
32. What does this chapter tell us about God? __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
33. What does this chapter tell us about us as human beings? ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
34. How can I apply something from this chapter to my life today? _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please write out John 3:16 from memory.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Use the space below for any questions or comments:
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


      I would like to be contacted by a minister in my area that can help me better understand God’s Word.  If checked, please include a telephone number __________________________
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