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Gospel of John
Lesson 5  Chapters 14-17
Chapter 14

Please memorize the following verse and be prepared to write it out at the end of this lesson. 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
Chapter 13 begins Jesus’ last private teachings with His disciples, focusing on humility and sacrificial love modeled by Jesus washing the disciples dirty feet. Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal, Peter's three-time denial and issues a new commandment to love one another.
In Chapter 14 we will see Jesus’ farewell discourse during the Last Supper. There is a dialogue between Jesus and His disciples: about His leaving and returning, about Jesus and the Father - seeing the one is the same as seeing the other, about the disciples doing the same and greater works than Jesus, and about Jesus sending another,  the Holy Spirit, to comfort and live in them.
Read V1-4 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
[bookmark: _Hlk187496604]1a. What did Jesus tell His disciples not to let their hearts do?
A) Be deceived
B) Grow weary
C) Be troubled
D) Become proud
1b. Why might the disciples hearts be troubles? (Re-read Jn. 13) ___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1c. (V1-4) Why shouldn’t the disciples’, hearts be troubled? ______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


1d. What did Jesus say about His Father’s house?
A) It is far away
B) It has many rooms (mansions)
C) It is full of angels
D) It is only for the righteous
[bookmark: _Hlk195197790]1e. What do you think might be the Father’s house? (Jn. 2:16; Lk. 2:46-49; Matt. 21:13)_________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1f. What rooms might Jesus be referring to in the Father House (Temple, place of worship)? ___________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]The purpose of the priests were to offer the sacrifices, and in the future they will be  be a kingdom of priests to the world (Ex. 19:5-6) and also to rule in the kingdom of heaven on earth (1 Pet. 2:9;  Rev. 1:5-6).



Priest's rooms were crucial for the priests' preparation for their religious duties. They would change into their special garments, perform ritual washings to maintain their purity, and store their priestly garments and other necessary items. Ezekiel 42-46 describes specific rooms for the priests, including kitchens, privacy walls, and areas for changing clothes.
The majority of priests took turns serving in the temple. They were divided into 24 groups. Each group served in the temple twice a year for a week, roughly six months apart. That covered 48 weeks. The remaining 4 or so weeks of the year were covered by the three major feasts: Passover (Spring), Pentecost (Summer), and Trumpets (Autumn). During the three major feasts, all of Israel came to the temple and all the priests served in those weeks because of the much greater attendance at the temple. https://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/73386/info-about-living-in-the-temple-quarters
Read V5-7 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
2a. (V5) What question did Thomas ask? ______________________________________________________________
2b. When Thomas asked his question, was he thinking physically or spiritually? _______________________________ 
3a. (V6-7) Summarize in your own words what is Jesus saying. ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


3b. Is Jesus saying that other religions and good works are another way?  Yes ______________   No ______________
Here Jesus is saying that the way of salvation is not a process of doing works, but rather trusting in a person who is the physical embodiment of truth. 


[bookmark: _Hlk195198219]3c. What does V6 tell us about the way of salvation? ____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


[bookmark: _Hlk195198255]3d. How have the disciples seen the Father? ___________________________________________________________
3e. Is there a difference between knowing Jesus and knowing the Father?  Yes __________  No ___________
3f. What does V6-7 mean to you? ___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3g. What did Jesus mean when He said, “I am the way”?__________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3h. What did Jesus mean when He said, “I am the truth”?_________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3i. What did Jesus mean when He said, “I am the life”?__________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk187497070]In V6 Jesus made His sixth I AM statement showing His claim of deity and the only path to God. The first I AM statement that God made was in Ex. 3:6, 14 when God gave Moses his mission to rescue Israel from Egypt. Jesus’ statement, “I AM that I AM” means “I AM who I AM” and is a statement of self-sufficiency, self-existence and self-determination and Jesus claimed it as His own. God’s existence is not dependent on anyone or anything. God is who and what He is and is responsible to no one. We see this in Rev. 1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”   Thankfully, while our God is a God of  righteousness and justice He is also a God love, mercy, grace and compassion, (Ex. 34:6; Psa. 33:5).
“No one comes to the Father except by me” is an exclusive statement. Exclusivity is not a good word these days, what is currently politically correct isn’t necessarily, and usually isn’t, correct. Faith in the Father in any meaningful sense is impossible without faith in Christ.
Read V8-14 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
4. (V8-11) What does Phillip’s question and Jesus’ answer tell you about Phillip’s thinking? _____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


5a. (V9-14) “Anyone who has seen me has seen the __________________.” 
5b. What kind of works did Jesus say His followers would do?
A) Only small acts of kindness
B) Greater works than He had done
C) Miracles of healing only
D) Preaching only to the Jews
5c.  After what event, do you think the abilities of doing things greater than Jesus did, will happen?________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
5d. What is the purpose of God giving the disciples anything they ask for? ___________________________________
Read V15-21 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6a. (V15-17) Who is the advocate? ___________________________________________________________________
6b. (V15-17) What Godly attribute does Jesus say the advocate or comforter has?______________________________
7. (V17-21) Will the Holy Spirit walk alongside the disciples or dwell within the disciples? ___________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


Read V22-31 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
8. (V22-25) Why do you think Jesus wouldn’t want to share more intimate spiritual knowledge with the world? (See Matt. 7:6). ______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
9a. (V26-27) What will the Holy Spirit do for the disciples?_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


9b. “Peace I leave with you; my _____________________ I give you.”
10. (V27) How is God’s peace different from the world’s peace? ___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk188089633]God’s peace is different from the world’s peace. The world gives peace through materialism or money which only satisfies for a short period of time and then comes the desire for more and more. God’s peace is eternal and is used in two different ways. 1) Peace WITH God. This peace is a peace that allows the believer to boldly come before God’s throne with no fear of judgement because our sins have been fully paid for and we now have the righteousness of Christ residing in us (Heb. 4:16; Col. 2:14; 2 Cor. 5:19-21). 2) The peace OF God. This peace is the outflow of not having any fears of God’s judgement. Peace of God is the calmness believers get when they are in a fully restored personal relationship with their Savior, knowing that when trusting in God’s daily grace He has everything under control (Phil. 4:7; Gal. 5:22-23).

11a. (V28-29) Where is Jesus going? _________________________________________________________________
11b. When do you think He will be going? _____________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk195198790]12a. (V30-31) Who is described as the “prince of this world”?
A) Caesar
B) Satan
C) Pílate
D) Herod
12b. What do you think Jesus was going to do to show the world His love for the Father? _______________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Where do we see Jesus’ Deity and Messiahship in Ch. 14? ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
14. What does this chapter say about us as human beings? ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What truth from this chapter can I apply to my life today? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 15
In chapter 14 Jesus continued His private teachings with His disciples. We saw Jesus begin His farewell message during the Last Supper. Jesus reassures them of His love for them and promises to send the Holy Spirit in His physical absence to help carry them through the difficult events soon to follow.
In chapter 15 we will see Jesus continuing His farewell discourse including instructions for the prophesied  kingdom period. He will use an object lesson of a vine and branches stressing the importance of a close relationship between the disciples and Himself. He warns them of the hatred and opposition they will encounter from the world. While many events are recorded in all four gospels, only John records these teachings in Ch. 15-17.
The vine refers to the future kingdom blessings of Israel and Israel’s spiritual life (whether believing or not). The vine produces fruit for wine signifying blessings and a time of joy referring to the coming kingdom, a time when the vine is not in a state of distress from not bearing fruit and therefore being destroyed (Isa. 5:1-7; Psa. 80:8-16; Jer. 2:21).
The fruit here in Ch. 15 is on condition of the good works done by the Israelite believers in their kingdom program. To bear fruit, they need to be in Him. Today, in the Body of Christ program, our salvation is not on condition of our fruit, or our good works but rather is based in believing on what Christ did on the cross for our behalf. Our good works are done after our salvation as a way of showing Christ working in us (Eph. 2:8-10).
Read V1-8 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1a. What metaphor does Jesus use to describe Himself in John 15?  This is Jesus’ 7th “I Am” statement.
A) The Good Shepherd
B) The Door
C) The True Vine – the source of Israel’s life and growth.
D) The Living Water
1b. (V1) Who is the vine? (Isa. 5:1-7)_________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk187498608][bookmark: _Hlk187417825]The “vine” refers not only to Jesus, but also to the promise made to the fathers, which is fulfilled in Jesus. Rom. 15:8, “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers”. The vine did not start in Jn. 15; Jesus is the promise that God gave in Gen. 3:15, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel”.  The vineyard is the nation of Israel (Isa. 5:1-7). The branches are individuals in the nation of Israel, both believers and unbelievers.
1c. Who is the gardener? __________________________
2a. (V2) What does the gardener do?__________________________________________________________________
2b. What might the fruit be? ________________________________________________________________________
2c. Are there any branches in your life that need to be pruned so you can be more fruitful? _______________________
3a. (V3) Who are the branches? _____________________________________________________________________
3b. Who are those that are clean? (13:10) ______________________________________________________________
3c. The disciples are clean because of  1) their belief  in Jesus’ words______ 2) their foot washing by Jesus _________
4. (V4-5) How does the vine and the disciples bear fruit? _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
It is always important to understand who the audience is. The audience here and in all of John are the Jews, Israelites. The subject here is the fruitfulness of the kingdom believer (Matt. 7:16-21). Jesus is not referring to us, the Body of Christ, where fruitfulness will come by the Holy Spirit working through the believer. 
5a. (V6-8) What happens to those who are not fruitful or do not remain with Jesus as their Messiah? _______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
5b. What will be the benefit for those who do remain in the vine? __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


5c. How is the Father glorified? ____________________________________________________________________ 
Israel was proud of their good works. Unfortunately it was not done through belief or love for God. God was glorified by the fruit of his vineyard. The glory that God gets today is based on Christ and what He did on the cross for us. His purchase of us at the expense of His life on the cross is His glory. The crucifying of our flesh on the cross and our resurrection into a new life, being a new creation, is His glory. Our standing is based on the work that Christ did for us on the cross; our works and lifestyle should reflect that.
5d. How can you show the fruit of your faith to those around you? __________________________________________


Read V9-11 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
[bookmark: _Hlk187499186]6. (V9-10) How is Jesus the example for the kingdom believers to follow for remaining in His love? ______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
7a. (V9-11) What is the secret for receiving God’s joy? ___________________________________________________
7b. What is the difference between the joy that Jesus gives and the joy that the world gives? _____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
7b. What is in your life that is preventing you from receiving Jesus’ joy? _____________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________________


Read V12-17 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
8. (V12-13 & Eph. 5:25-28) To what degree are they to love one another? ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
9. (V13) What was Jesus’ extreme show of love? _______________________________________________________
10. (V14-15) Did Jesus hold anything back from what the Father told Him to say? _____________________________
11. (V16-17) What are the two things God wanted them to do? ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


12. What do you need to do to show love to someone? ___________________________________________________


Read V18-27 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
13a. (V18-19 & 1 Cor. 1:18) Why would the world (world system) hate the believers? __________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
13b. Jesus spoke of future persecution of His disciples. Do you think there is persecution for today’s believers in the Body of Christ? (2 Tim. 3:12)  Yes __________  No _________
14a. (V20-21) What did Jesus warn the disciples about? __________________________________________________
14b. How does Jesus’ warning help the disciples in the future? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                  

15. (V22 & Rom. 1:20-21) Why would the world have no excuse for guilt of sin? ______________________________
16. (V23-24) How is rejecting Jesus the same as rejecting the Father? _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

17. (V26-27) Why is the disciples testimony so important? ________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
18. What do you need to do to make your testimony closer to Christ’s? ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk187415779]19. Where do we see Jesus’ Deity and Messiahship in Ch. 15? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
20. What does chapter 15 say about us as human beings? _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

21. What truth from this chapter can I apply to my life today? _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 16
[bookmark: _Hlk187582170][bookmark: _Hlk187585128]In chapter 15 Jesus continued His farewell teachings about the prophesied kingdom. Jesus stressed the importance of remaining close to God and being fruitful. Those in Israel who did not bear fruit were removed from God’s nourishment. Jesus also warns the disciples that the world will hate them because the world hated Him first as will be seen when He is put on the cross. To help with their upcoming persecution, Jesus said He will send the Holy Spirit who will strengthen and encourage them.
In chapter 16 Jesus still continues warning about persecution and rejection even to the point that the persecutors will believe they are doing God a favor. Jesus speaks more of the Holy Spirit’s role in their lives and Jesus encourages an active prayer life knowing that their prayers will be heard.
Read V1-4 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1. (V1) Why is Jesus forewarning them of what is going to happen? ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (V2) What two things will they do? (Also read Jn. 9:22; 12:42)  _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
3. (V3) Why will they do these things? _______________________________________________________________
4. (V4-7) What will happen when Jesus goes to the Father? _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

5a. (V8-11) What is the role of the Holy Spirit when He comes? ___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
5b. Who will stand condemned when the Holy Spirit comes? ______________________________________________
Read V12-15 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6. (V12) Why didn’t Jesus say more? _________________________________________________________________



7a. (V13-15) What will the Holy Spirit do when He comes? _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________
7b. Who will send the Holy Spirit? ___________________________________________________________________
7c. What will the Holy Spirit do? 1) __________________________________________________________________  
     2) _____________________________________________  3)__________________________________________
7d. Why would the Holy Spirit convict the world of sin?
A) Because the world is corrupt
B) Because they lie
C) Because they don’t believe in Jesus
D) Because they are disobedient
Read V16-24 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
8a. (V16-22) After what event do you think the disciples’ grief will later turn to joy? ___________________________
8b. To what did Jesus compare their sorrow? ___________________________________________________________
9. (V23-24) How are the disciples to ask for their needs? _________________________________________________
Read V25-33 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
10a. (V25-28) What is figurative language? ____________________________________________________________
10b. Why does the father love Jesus’ disciples? _________________________________________________________
11. (V29-33) Why would the disciples need peace? ______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
12. Where do we see Jesus’ Deity and Messiahship in Ch. 16? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


13. What does chapter 16 say about us as human beings? _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What truth from this chapter can I apply to my life today? _____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk187671871]15. Do you sense the Holy Spirit’s work in your life? Yes _____  No _____  If so, tell us about it. _________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 17
In chapter 16 at the Last Supper Jesus completed His last instructions to His disciples by giving them encouragement even though the days ahead would be hard times of persecution. He said He would send the Holy Spirit who would guide and lead them into victory because He has overcome the world.
In chapter 17 we will read Jesus’ prayer to the Father as He prays for the disciples, all believers, present and future, and for Himself.
[bookmark: _Hlk187677640]Read V1-5 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
1a. (V1) What does Jesus ask the Father to do? _________________________________________________________
1b. What is Jesus’ main focus? ______________________________________________________________________
1c.  If Jesus’ focus was to glorify the Father, should glorifying God be our main focus? (1 Cor. 6:20; 10:31; Rom. 15:6; Phil. 3:20-21; Eph. 1:4-6)  Yes ______  No ________
2. (V2) What was Jesus’ mission on earth? _____________________________________________________________
3. (V3) How does Jesus define eternal life? ____________________________________________________________
Eternal life is not just some day later in the future or in the afterlife. Eternal life starts now in the present. It is deepened by an on-going relationship with God which involves knowing Him personally through prayer, Bible study, worship and fellowship with other likeminded believers which can give strength and encouragement.
4. (V4) How did Jesus bring glory to the Father? ________________________________________________________
5. (V5) Jesus limited Himself of what when He came to earth? _____________________________________________
In order to come to earth and become fully human, Jesus needed to limit Himself (Phil. 2:5-8). This is referred to as  “Kenosis” or “emptying”. There were many things that Jesus set aside: constant communication with the Father (Jn. 12:28),  His omnipresence (being everywhere at the same time), His Omnipotence (being all powerful He did miracles, but only under the instructions of the Father Jn. 5:19-20), His Omniscience (He chose to not know everything but grew in wisdom just like we would (Lk. 2:52; Jn. 12:49-50), His Immortality (as God He was is eternal, but as a human He experienced death on the cross). Even though Jesus was the Creator God and worthy of all honor and worship, He was the supreme example of being humble and being a servant. While Jesus limited Himself of many things, He never gave up any part of being God (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16).
Read V6-12 and answer the following questions.  Check _________
6. (V6) What does Jesus say about His disciples? _______________________________________________________
7. (V7) Did Jesus take any of the glory of His accomplishments for Himself? Yes __________  No____________
8. (V8-9) Did the disciples believe that Jesus was sent from the Father? Yes __________  No __________
9. (V10-11) How did the disciples bring glory to Jesus? __________________________________________________
10. (V12) Which disciple did Jesus lose? ______________________________________________________________
Read (V13-19) and answer the following questions.  Check _________
11a. (V13-14) How would knowing what Jesus said bring them joy? _______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
11b. Why has the world hated His believers? ___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
11c. Was Jesus’ identity connected to this world?   Yes ________________    No _______________
11d. Should  your identity be connected to this world? (Phil. 3:20) __________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk188091301]Today as citizens of heaven we have a much higher purpose than just ourselves and our desires. We are citizens of an eternal kingdom where our Father is king, we are new creatures in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), and we have a new vocation - we are ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20). We are to reflect God’s character of love and grace to those around us.
12. (V15-16) What is Jesus’ prayer for the disciples? ____________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk187742184]13a. (V16-17) They are not of the ____________________, just as I am not of the ____________________________.               
 17 _________________________ them by Your _______________________. Your word is _____________________.
13c. What is truth? _______________________________________________________________________________
14. (V18) Where does Jesus send His followers? ________________________________________________________
15. (V19) What is Jesus’ desire for His followers? _______________________________________________________
The word “sanctify” in the Greek means, “to make holy, to purify, to consecrate, to venerate, to be free from sin”. When something is “holy” it is “set apart” for a special purpose or special occasion, such as; special clothes compared to everyday clothes, or common dishes compared to fine China. God’s desire for us is to be set apart for God’s purposes. We are to be set apart from the world and its philosophy and values (1 Thess. 5:23; 2 Tim. 2:21; Heb. 10:10, 14). Jesus’ desire was to be separate from the world (Jn. 17:19).
16. What can you do today to set yourself apart from the world? ___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Read (V20-23) and answer the following questions.  Check _________
17. (V20) Besides the His current followers, who else is Jesus praying for? ___________________________________
18. (V21-23) Summarize these verses into one word. Jesus is praying for ____________________________________
Read (V24-26) and answer the following questions.  Check _________
19. (V24) What two things does Jesus request from the Father? ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
20a. (V25-26) What mission does Jesus say He accomplished? ____________________________________________
20b. What is Jesus’ continuing mission? _______________________________________________________________
21. Where do we see Jesus’ Deity and Messiahship in Ch. 17? ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

22. What does chapter 17 say about us as human beings? _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

23. What truth from this chapter can I apply to my life today? _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________


Please write out John 14:6 from memory. _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: A close-up of a word search puzzle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Use the space below for any questions or comments:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________





      I would like to be contacted by a minister in my area that can help me better understand God’s Word.  If checked, please include a telephone number __________________________





       		Check Here For Change Of Address Or Housing.

RETURN COMPLETED LESSON TO:

Bible Correspondence Fellowship

Date: ____________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: ___________________
Country: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address (optional): ___________________________________________________
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